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1 . THE INITIAL INDIAN REACTION TO THE PAKISTANI HANDLING 
OF THE HIJACKED INDIAN AIRLINER IS FAVORABLE. FOREIGN 
SECRETARY MEHTA'S EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO THE PAKISTAN 
AMBASSADOR WAS WIDELY REPORTED. COMMENTING IN A SEPTEMBER 
13 EDITORIAL, THE TIMES OF INDIA SAID IF THE MOTIVES OF 
THE HIJACKERS WERE TO DISRUPT THE STEADY PROCESS OF IMPROVE- 
MENT IN IN INDO-PAKISTAN RELATIONS, THEY HAVE FAILED. "FOR 
ISLAMABAD'S ATTITUDE IN THE WHOLE AFFAIR HAS BEEN QUITE 
EXEMPLARY... THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT HAS DONE ITS DUTY AS 
A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY... IT HAS 
ALSO DEMONSTRATED ITS DESIRE TO LIVE IN PEACE AND AMITY 
WITH THIS COUNTRY." EVEN THE CPI DAILY PATRIOT FOUND 
GOOD THINGS TO SAY: "...ALL INDIAN AND FOREIGN PASSENGERS 
BEAR WITNESS TO THE COURTESIES EXTENDED TO THEM BY PAKISTAN'S 
GOVERNMENT AND OUR AMBASSADOR AND OTHERS HAVE NO FAULT 
TO FIND WITH THE EXPEDITION WITH WHICH THE INCONVENIENCED 
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TO INDIAN ENGINEERS AND OTHERS WHO WENT TO INSPECT THE 
HIJACKED AIRCRAFT AND BRING IT BACK." 

2. ANALYST G.K. REDDY HAD A SIMILAR COMMENT: "AS A 
PIECE OF SCENARIO FOR RESTORING SOME DEGREE OF MUTUAL 
TRUST IN INDO-PAK RELATIONS, THE LATEST HIJACKING HAS 
ENDED ON A REASSURING NOTE WITH INDIA THANKING PAKISTAN 
FOR ITS TACTFUL HANDLING OF THE SITUATION. REDDY DOES 
CONTINUE, HOWEVER, AND SPECULATES ON THE FATE OF THE 
HIJACKERS. HE ARGUES THEIR ARREST AT LAHORE DOES NOT 
ENTITLE PAKISTAN TO EXERCISE ITS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION 

AND CONCLUDES THAT INDIA IS ENTITLED TO ASK FOR EXTRADITION. 

3. TO DATE WE CONCLUDE THAT INDO-PAK RELATIONS ARE 
ACTUALLY IMPROVED BY THE HIJACKING, BUT THE FATE AND MOTIVES 
OF THE HIJACKERS, AS THESE ARE REVEALED, WILL INFLUENCE 

THE PRESENT ERA OF GOOD FEELING. WE SHALL PROBE DURING 
THE WEEK FOR A MORE AUTHORITATIVE INDIAN POSITION ON THE 
PAKISTANI HANDLING OF THE PERPETRATORS. 

SAXBE 
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